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Ways to Use and Present Evidence: Summarize, Paraphrase, and Quote 

3. Quoting is presenting the exact  words an author uses within quotation 
marks. Oftentimes, paraphrasing is preferable to quoting because paraphrasing ideas from 
your sources shows that you understand the material. However, quoting is useful in the 
following cases: 

o Language is especially vivid or expressive  
o Exact wording is needed for technical accuracy  
o The words debaters of an issue choose to 



Ways to Use and Present Evidence: Summarize, Paraphrase, and Quote 

Incorrect example: In his book, Art Nouveau: 1890-1914, written in 2000, art historian and 
director of the Sainsbury Center for Visual Art at the University of East Anglia, Paul 
Greenhalgh says, “Many Art Nouveau pattern-


