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Using	Articles	(a,	an,	the)	Correctly	
	

Learning	how	to	use	these	tiny	words	add	professionalism	and	credibility	to	your	work.	Articles	are	“determiners,”	words	that	
identify	and	explain	nouns.	Determiners	come	before	nouns	and	include	articles	(a,	an,	the),	possessive	forms	(Jim’s,	my),	
demonstrative	pronouns	or	adjectives	(this,	that),	quantifiers	(none,	some),	and	numbers	(three,	fifty).	Proofread	for	articles	
by	reading	one	sentence	at	a	time	and	identifying	nouns	(people,	places,	or	things).	Then,	ask	yourself	what	you	mean:	Do	I	
mean	“all	of	them	everywhere,”	“one	of	many,”	or	“this	one	exactly?”	Is	another	determiner	best?	Follow	these	steps:	

1. Underline	the	nouns	in	one	sentence	at	a	time.	
2. Ask	yourself:	Is	it	a	non-count	noun?	Plural?	Singular?	Proper	(a	name)?	
3. Ask	yourself	about	the	meaning:	All?	One	kind?	A	specific	one?	
4. Reference	the	chart	on	page	3	to	help	you	choose	no	article,	a	correct	article,	or	another	kind	of	determiner.		

	
	

.	
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2. Immigration process has become major topic regarding development of urban landscape. 	

 

 

	

3. As a result, future generation will develop tolerant mindset and try to provide every citizen with fairness, equal education, and 

rights regardless of their race, ethnicity or skin color.	

	
	
	
	
If	you	need	more	examples,	check	out	these	websites:		
http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/agree2a.h/ Uq sda ] T“ yT Q q :dwg :q:dwg /gd
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Use	the	chart	below	to	help	you	select	the	correct	article.		
	 Do	I	mean	“all	of	them	

everywhere”?	
Do	I	mean	“one	of	many?”	or	

“one	kind?”	
	


