
Understanding and Re-Inventing Response Papers at Lake Forest College 
 

Peter Elbow originally developed the concept of the response paper in order to move away from 
criterion-based forms of response, which focused on assessing analytical prowess and structural 
cohesion. In response papers, students would record their personal and emotional reactions to 
the text and interpret it based on their life experiences (reader-based response). 
 
While some response papers at LFC will ask students to record their emotional response to a text, 
the most common format for a response paper is more a bite-size version of the academic essay. 
This particular kind of response paper will prompt students to include a brief summary of the 
text, a focu



are a Marxist”) and a text (“you have just watched an episode of 



 
 

Response Paper Assignment Examples 
 
The following assignments from Professor Richard Mallette’s courses are an example of how you 
can use very brief response papers (these are 1-2page) to develop analytical and structural skills.  
 

• Please read Book One of Paradise Lost. Consider Satan.  How does Milton present him? As 
a hero?  How does Satan think of himself? Provide evidence from the text for your 
positions, please. 
 

• Please read Hamlet, act one. We find two families, the Hamlet family and the Polonius 
family. How does the text present relations between the generations in each family? 
Compare and contrast. Cite evidence from the text for your claims, please. 
 

• Consider act five of Hamlet, and examine the hero.  Many find that he has changed while 
he’s been absent.  Identify the changes you see in Hamlet upon his return to Denmark. 
Be sure to cite evidence from the text, please. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


