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“[quote	
  one	
  word	
  or	
  phrase	
  from	
  evidence],”	
  
means/suggests/explains/implies	
  X;	
  4)	
  This	
  [label	
  the	
  evidence	
  as	
  a	
  
question/fact/nuance/counterpoint/etc.]	
  does	
  Y.	
  

• Model	
  your	
  thinking	
  through	
  narrating:	
  I	
  asked	
  that	
  because	
  [I	
  was	
  not	
  sure	
  
of	
  your	
  opinion	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  way	
  this	
  sentence	
  is	
  worded],	
  This	
  stands	
  out	
  to	
  
me	
  because	
  [it	
  implied	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  author	
  did	
  not	
  include	
  something],	
  If	
  we	
  
[list	
  each	
  author’s	
  stance],	
  I	
  think	
  you	
  [will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  find	
  similarities	
  and	
  
differences	
  more	
  easily],	
  and	
  I	
  like	
  this	
  word	
  especially	
  because	
  [it	
  is	
  a	
  
strong,	
  active	
  verb].	
  All	
  of	
  these	
  sentences	
  emphasize	
  their	
  words	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  
thinking	
  process.	
  You	
  are	
  not	
  judging—you	
  are	
  validating	
  their	
  language	
  by	
  
using	
  and	
  developing	
  their	
  ideas.	
  	
  

	
  
EXAMPLE:	
  Holly	
  struggled	
  to	
  expand	
  her	
  ideas;	
  she	
  consistently	
  received	
  comments	
  
like:	
  “good	
  argument	
  but	
  no	
  in-­‐depth	
  analysis.”	
  We	
  began	
  identifying	
  places	
  analysis	
  
should	
  always	
  be,	
  and	
  then	
  we	
  began	
  using	
  her	
  original	
  words	
  as	
  points	
  of	
  
departure	
  for	
  expansion.	
  If	
  she	
  wrote	
  “important”	
  or	
  repeated	
  the	
  same	
  phrase	
  
three	
  times	
  in	
  a	
  paragraph,	
  we	
  would	
  explain	
  what	
  made	
  it	
  important	
  or	
  why	
  it	
  
needed	
  to	
  be	
  repeated.	
  We	
  used	
  vocabulary	
  resources	
  to	
  select	
  more	
  formal,	
  
nuanced	
  synonyms	
  and	
  drafted	
  sentence	
  stems	
  and	
  templates	
  that	
  forced	
  analysis	
  
using	
  these	
  new	
  words.	
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Strategy	
  Variation	
  
Our	
  go-­‐to	
  strategy	
  is	
  ideas	
  first,	
  grammar	
  second.	
  However,	
  when	
  clients	
  are	
  
developing	
  fluency,	
  you	
  may	
  need	
  to	
  clarify	
  grammar	
  and	
  word	
  choice	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
understand	
  their	
  ideas.	
  This	
  local	
  work	
  could	
  occur	
  earlier	
  than	
  you	
  are	
  used	
  to,	
  i.e.,	
  
when	
  brainstorming	
  or	
  outlining.	
  For	
  example,	
  taking	
  a	
  moment	
  to	
  look	
  up	
  the	
  
definitions	
  of	
  “religious,”	
  “sacred,”	
  “spiritual,”	
  and	
  “transcendent”	
  may	
  be	
  the	
  best	
  
way	
  to	
  help	
  them	
  focus	
  their	
  pre-­‐writing	
  work.	
  	
  
	
  
Working	
  from	
  local	
  to	
  global	
  and	
  back	
  to	
  local	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  waste	
  of	
  time.	
  Drafting	
  clear	
  
summary	
  and	
  claim	
  statements	
  in	
  a	
  session	
  gives	
  the	
  client	
  solid	
  building	
  blocks	
  to	
  
use	
  independently.	
  Starting	
  with	
  a	
  clear,	
  correctly	
  expressed	
  idea	
  also	
  allows	
  you	
  to	
  
ask	
  more	
  appropriate,	
  efficient	
  questions	
  for	
  brainstorming	
  and	
  argument	
  
development.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  if	
  you	
  press	
  hard	
  for	
  ideas	
  without	
  checking	
  the	
  initial	
  
articulation,	
  you	
  may	
  miss	
  something	
  they	
  are	
  trying	
  to	
  say.	
  	
  
	
  
Prioritize	
  Grammar	
  Concerns	
  
You	
  may	
  feel	
  overwhelmed	
  by	
  the	
  number	
  or	
  nature	
  of	
  grammar	
  mistakes	
  and/or	
  
unconventional	
  stylistic	
  choices.	
  By	
  focusing	
  on	
  key	
  sentences	
  (thesis,	
  transitions,	
  
analysis,	
  and	
  concluding	
  thoughts),	
  you	
  can	
  limit	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  your	
  work.	
  	
  
	
  
You	
  can	
  also	
  select	
  the	
  top	
  two	
  most	
  consistent	
  sentence-­‐level	
  errors	
  and	
  let	
  
everything	
  else	
  go.	
  First,	
  find	
  and	
  fix	
  an	
  example	
  together,	
  then	
  point	
  out	
  one	
  for	
  
them	
  to	
  attempt	
  fixing,	
  and,	
  finally,	
  ask	
  them	
  to	
  find	
  an	
  example	
  and	
  suggest	
  a	
  



	
   	
   	
  	
  Oakley	
  3	
  

correction.	
  



	
   	
   	
  	
  Oakley	
  4	
  

E6(-@F>:9<98;=@8(
	
  
Strategy	
  Variation	
  
We	
  always	
  try	
  to	
  check	
  a	
  client’s	
  understanding	
  in	
  writing,	
  but	
  we	
  often	
  accept	
  
verbal	
  verifications	
  from	
  fluent	
  speakers.	
  When	
  working	
  with	
  clients	
  developing	
  
fluency,	
  it	
  is	
  best	
  to	
  encourage	
  proof	
  in	
  writing	
  as	
  often	
  as	
  possible.	
  This	
  way,	
  they	
  
have	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  process	
  information	
  in	
  your	
  helpful	
  presence	
  and	
  feel	
  confident	
  
about	
  something	
  they	
  have	
  written	
  later.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  example,	
  if	
  you	
  work	
  on	
  a	
  transition	
  together,	
  help	
  them	
  write	
  a)	
  another	
  
transition,	
  b)	
  a	
  variation	
  of	
  the	
  transition	
  you	
  just	
  revised,	
  c)	
  key	
  words	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  
needed	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  transitions,	
  or	
  d)	
  the	
  steps	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  transition.	
  Not	
  only	
  will	
  
they	
  show	
  themselves	
  what	
  they	
  understand,	
  but	
  they	
  will	
  also	
  show	
  you	
  what	
  they	
  
understand.	
  Sometimes,	
  you	
  think	
  one	
  message	
  has	
  been	
  delivered,	
  and	
  then,	
  when	
  






