


	

	

Annotating	2	

• She	supports	this	claim	with	the	underlined	sentence.		
• She	ends	the	paragraph	by	analyzing	the	quote	with	more	synonyms	of	her	reading	notes:	“Lincoln’s	Emancipation	

Proclamation	strengthened	the	authority	of	the	Federal	Government	and	adjusted	the	way	Americans	defined	liberty.”		
	
By	finding	the	author’s	argument	and	restating	it	in	new	words,	she	has	already	written	parts	of	sentences.	
By	underlining	and	starring	an	important	sentence,	she	has	made	it	easier	to	find	and	use	evidence.	
	
Compare	one	more	example:	

Reading	Notes	 Final	Paper	
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did	this	because	in	traditional,	Western-style	nonfiction	texts,	you	can	usually	find	argument	by	looking	in	the	following	
places:	
	

• A	thesis	statement	at	the	end	of	the	first	section	
• First	and	last	sentences	of	paragraphs	
• Sentences	after	cited	material	
• Sentences	after	expressions	showing	disagreement	or	conflict		

	
You	will	usually	not	find	argument	in	these	places:	
	

• Cited	material	
• Stories	used	as	examples	
• Background	information,	such	as	biographical	facts	

	
Turn	Reading	Notes	into	Your	Own	Sentences		
	

1) Summarize/paraphrase	important	ideas	from	the	reading	in	your	own	words.		
2) Read	the	assignment	sheet	question.	
3) Review	reading	notes	and	class	notes	to	develop	your	claim	statements	and	plan	evidence.	
4) Outline	the	paper,	including	page	numbers	of	evidence.		
5) Draft	body	paragraphs	by	stating	your	claim,	introducing	evidence,	and	analyzing	the	evidence.	

	
	
	
	
	


