
Revising with the Backwards Outline: Where do I go from here? 

1. Consider rewriting your topic sentences.
• Backwards outlines often reveal weak or misleading topic sentences. Ponder the following 

questions and make appropriate changes.
o Do your topic sentences accurately correspond with the summaries that your reader wrote 

about each of your paragraphs?
o Are your topic sentences argumentative? Occasionally, topic sentences must act as 

purposeful summaries. However, every topic sentence should inform and forward o@　prgumentam ree 
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