Eliminating Passive Voice

DEFINITION: Active voice sentences contain subjects that perform the action of the
verb. The subjects are “doers,” and the active voice guarantees that the reader will
understand which subject is performing the action, whereas passive voice can make
this relationship ambiguous.

EXAMPLE: The man pulled the sheets over the corners of the bed.



PASSIVE VERB EXAMPLE: We were traveling from city to city in Europe and were
young and in love.

REVISION: Young and in love, we traveled from city to city in Europe.

EXERCISES: REPLACE THE FOLLOWING AUXILARY VERBS WITH ACTIVE VERBS. YOU MIGHT
NEED TO RESTRUCTURE THE SENTENCE.



4. She makes a good point: There is a need for young children to be constantly
supervised by adults.

5. Foryears, the pledge has been a reinforcement of the country’s constitution.

HAVING TROUBLE? Let’s talk about subjects and verbs. Reviewing these parts of speech
will make it easier to correct passive voice.

Understanding Subjects and Verbs

DEFINITION: Sentences are made up of subjects and verbs. Nearly every sentence must
have both a subject and a verb to be complete.

THE SUBJECT



My mother won the lottery.
After midnight, he falls asleep.
My favorite animal




10.

Thus, the people’s traditional religion was able to survive the onslaught of
new ideas until the old gods were finally displaced by Christianity.

We were invited by our neighbors to attend Frances’s first birthday party.
Ecosystem destabilization is often the consequence of invasion.

A demonstration of wrapping techniques was performed by the store
employee.

A study was conducted by the psychologists to determine the social
pressures that fathers face.



