
Paper Format Expectations: Argument and Structure 

This	
  chart	
  is	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  what	
  college	
  papers	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  usually	
  include.	
  The	
  “Paper	
  Components”	
  are	
  the	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  paper	
  you	
  need.	
  
The	
  “FIYS	
  Rubric	
  Criterion”	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  what	
  professors	
  look	
  for	
  when	
  grading.	
  In	
  “How	
  does	
  it	
  capture	
  argument,”	
  the	
  
function	
  of	
  each	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  paper	
  is	
  described.	
  Finally,	
  “WC	
  resources”	
  lists	
  handouts	
  you	
  can	
  find	
  on	
  the	
  Writing	
  Center	
  
Student	
  Resources	
  webpage	
  to	
  learn	
  more.	
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Paper Format Expectations: Argument and Structure 

Paragraph  Structure
 Flow
 Depth
 Use of Sources

• Topic sentence: previews the argument
that the paragraph is making—not a fact or
a quotation

• Evidence: provides support for your
argument from outside resources

• Analysis sentence(s): explains the
evidence within the context of your topic
sentence; makes the connection 




