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LAKE FOREST COLLEGE 
Department of Politics and International Relations 

 
Guidelines for the Senior Thesis  

 
The senior thesis is one of several options available for a Politics and International Relations (IR) major to 
fulfill the senior studies requirement. The thesis is the student’s opportunity to undertake an original and sig-
nificant research program, one that they design and execute under the supervision of an overall grade point average of 3.33 (B+). Most politics and IR ma-

jors, including some who have excellent academic records, instead choose either the one-credit senior semi-
nar or the one-credit senior research project as alternatives to the senior thesis. 

The Department of Politics and International Relations has a four-step senior thesis policy as follows. 
 
Step 1 (the spring semester of the third year) 

During the registration period (for the final academic year), the student shall communicate to their academic 
advisor their interest in writing a thesis. They shall also speak with faculty members who they might want to 
serve on the thesis committee, as both chair and as regular committee members. A senior thesis requires a 
minimum of three faculty advisors, of which one must be from a department other than the Politics and IR 
department. The student who is a double-major must have a thesis committee comprised of at least four fac-
ulty, two from the Politics and IR department and two from the other department (or academic program).  

The student shall not be granted permission to register for the senior thesis by their academic advisor until 
they have 
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The student shall submit the final draft of the entire thesis to their thesis committee members no later than 
March 31 of the spring semester. At the recommendation of the thesis advisor, the chair of the department 
shall issue a public notice 


